
The Tragedy of Hamlet 

Ghoft. Pitty me not, but lend thy ferious hearing 
to whatlfhal! vnfold. 

Ham. Spe alee 1 am bound to here, 

Ghoft. So art thou to reuenge, when thou fhalrhearc. 

Ham. What? 

Ghoft . Iamthyfarhrrsfpirit, 

Doomd for a cercaine tearme to waHce the night. 

And for the day confind to faft in fires. 

Til! the foule crimes done in my dates of natu-e 
Arc burnt and purg’d away : but that I am forbid 
To tell the fccrcts of my prifon*hotrfe, 

I cou!d a tale vnfolde whofe lighted word 
Would harrow vp thy foulc,frceze thy youm* blood, 
Make thy two eyes like ftars ftart from their fpbcrcs. 

Thy knotted and combined locks to part. 

And each particular haire to ftand an end, 

L kc q his vpon the fearefull Porpentinc: 

But this eternall blazon muft not be 
To eares offlclh and blood lift, lift,0 lift. 

If thou did’ft cuer thy dcarc father louc. 

H am. OGod. 

Ghoft. Reuenge hisfoule,andmoft mnaturallmurther. 

Ham. Murther, 

Ghoft , Murther moft foule,as in the beft it is, 

But this moft foule, ftrangc and vnnaturall. 

Ham. Haft me to know’ t, that I with wings as fwift. 
As meditation,orthethoughtsofLoue * 

May fweepe to my reuenge. 

Ghofl I find thee apt, 

And duller fliouldeft thou be then the fat weedc 
That rootes it felfe in cafe on Lethe yvharffc. 

Would ft thou not fturre in this ; ndvfr Hamlet heare, 

Tis giuen out,that fleeping in my Orchard, 

A Serpent ftungme,fo the whole eareofDenmarkc 
Is by a forged procefleof my death 
Ranckcly abufedrbut kno #v thou noble Youth, 

The Serpen t that did fting thy fathers life 
No w wcares his Crowne. 

Ham. O my prophetike foule ! my Vncle: 
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Trrnce ofDentrsrke. 

Ghoft . I that inceftuous,that adulterate beeft, 

With witchraftofHs wir$,wi'h trayterous gifts, 

O wicked wit,a«d gihes rtat haue the power 
Sotofeducc ; wonne to hi.v fhamfullluft 
The will of my mofl feeming vertuous Quecne; 

0 Ham let y what falling off was there 
From me whofe Jcue was of that dignity 

That it went hand in hand,eucn with the vow 

1 made to her in marriage,and to decline 

Vpon a wretch whofe natutall gifts were poore. 

To thofeofmine; but vertue as it neuer will be mooued. 
Though Icwdntfle court it in a flhape ofheauen 
So but the ugh to a radiant Angle Jinckt. 

Will fort it lelfe in a cclcftiall bed 
Andpray on garbage. 

But lbffjmc thinkes I feent the morning ayre, 

Bricfe let me be ; fleeping within my Orchard, 

My cuftome alwayes of the afternoonc, 

Vpon my'fecure houre^thy Vncle ftoe 
With iuyee ofeurfed Hebona in a viall. 

And in the porches of my eares did poure, 

Thcleaprousdiftjlment,whofc cfFe& 

Holds fuch an enmity with blood of man, 

That fwift as quickfilueritcourfesthrough 
Thenarurai] gates and allies of the body. 

And with a fedaine vigour it doth poflefle 
And cu'dc hkecager droppings into m/lke, 

lid hm a d '? hoIf ° m 'toood;fo did it mine, 

And a rn°ft mftanc tcttcr barkt jtbout 

oft Lazcrlikewith vile and lothfome cruft 
AUmyfniooth body, 
hus wa. j fl ecping by a brothers hand. 

Cur* ^ rownc >°fQiiee n eatoncc difpatcht 

Nr “^ ed .’ d,fa PP 0,n ted,vn-anueld. 

With all” 1 ”® madc, ^ ut cnt to m y account 
Jf a, ‘ 1 y ""perfeftions on my head 

“•nouiiaftnimfj in thee bcarcitnor 





